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‐ Some comments suggested that there should have been more “transit discussion” in the 
Plan.  CDOT and the FRA are both interested in the connectivity of local transit systems 
with intercity passenger rail. CDOT will be conducting the Interregional Connectivity Study 
and the Advanced Guideway System Feasibility Study, and developing a State Transit 
Plan in the future that will have the stronger transit focus sought by some commenting on 
the Plan. 

‐ A few respondents suggested the Plan should have identified methodologies for 
comparing and investing in one transportation mode versus another.  That effort is 
expected to be done during the completion of CDOT’s Long Range Statewide 
Transportation Plan. 

‐ It was suggested that County rail/highway grade crossing inventories be included in the 
Plan.  Mention of the inventories will be made in the Plan, and reference made to the 
existing CDOT rail/highway grade crossing inventory program. 

‐ There were some comments suggesting that a higher ‘prioritization’ (high, medium or low), 
should be applied to specific projects.  The prioritization effort was conducted by members 
of the Steering Committee, Stakeholder Group, CDOT staff and Consultant Team 
members.  This effort was intended to only provide a relative priority to proposed projects 
in the framework document.  Much more detailed prioritization methodologies are 
proposed once funding sources for these projects are identified and obtained. 

‐ There were suggestions that the Plan should have included detailed elements of previous 
studies such as the Rocky Mountain Rail Authority High Speed Rail Feasibility Study; the I-
70 Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement; or, the Colorado Rail Relocation 
Implementation Study. While those studies and their findings are referenced in the Plan, 
the purpose of the Plan, as a framework defining effort, leaves details to future study 
efforts and the aforementioned discussion on funding sources. 

‐ Numerous comments were received thanking CDOT for developing this framework railroad 
planning document and encouraging CDOT to work with its railroad-related stakeholders in 
building on this effort in the immediate future. 

The next steps in the rail planning process after the Plan has been approved by the Commission and 
forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for final concurrence are as follows: 
 

‐ Division of Transit & Rail (DTR) will initiate and complete the Interregional Connectivity 
Study and the Advanced Guideway Feasibility Study, and the next State Rail Plan will 
incorporate those findings. 

‐ CDOT will monitor the activities of Denver Regional Council of Governments related to its 
involvement with the Western High Speed Rail Alliance. 

‐ The Plan will become the basis for the railroad components of the CDOT Long Range 
Transportation Plan soon to begin development. 

‐ DTR will work with the Commission and the Transit & Rail Advisory Committee to move 
forward the policy recommendations and initiatives stated in the Plan.  

Thank you for your assistance throughout the development of this foundation document for rail 
planning in Colorado.  
 
 


